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[bookmark: _Toc140845377]Introduction
By the end of this tutorial you will be able to:
Define the term infographic.
Understand different types of infographics.
Create an effective infographic using a digital tool.
Back to contents
[bookmark: _Toc140845378]What is an Infographic?
Information + Graphics = Infographics.
“A visual representation of information or data, for example as a chart or diagram: a good infographic is worth a thousand words.” (Oxford Dictionary of English, 2015)
The human brain is very well adapted to processing visual information.
This makes data visualisations and infographics very powerful tools for communicating lots of information in an easily digestible format.
You don’t need to be a graphic designer or an artist to make effective infographics - there are lots of free online tools available to help you.
Back to contents
[bookmark: _Toc140845379]Infographic Best Practice
The mark of a good infographic is its effectiveness in communicating a message concisely and quickly.
David McCandless (2010) – data journalist and information designer - describes this as “knowledge compression”.
See his website: Information is beautiful.
Watch his TED talk: The beauty of data visualization.
Read his book (2009) Information is beautiful.
Back to contents
[bookmark: _Toc140845380]The Anatomy of an Infographic
[image: Infographic showing the top 10 countries importing UK manufactured goods. The top is the USA (£32.2 bilion) and bottom is the United Arab Emirates (£5.4 billion).]
Top 10 countries importing UK manufactured goods by Office for National Statistics used under CC BY 2.0
Focused title with a key message that narrates a story worth telling.
Simple but visually appealing design; brightly-coloured circles help convey the key message.
Accurate and well-researched data.
Produced by a reputable source.
Back to contents
[bookmark: _Toc140845381]Types of Infographics
[bookmark: _Toc140845382]Chart: to present statistics, facts and figures
[image: Infographic showing the amount of taxes paid by the poorest and richest 20% of households. On average the poorest 20% pay £4,743 total per year, and the richest 20% pay £29,463 per year.]
Household Taxes, 2012/13 by Office for National Statistics used under CC BY 2.0
[image: Infographic showing that 1.7 million deaths of children under 5 are linked to the environment. The biggest cause is respiratory infections with 570,000 deaths, and the smallest is Malaria with 200,000 deaths. Reducing environmental risks could prevent a quarter of these deaths.]
Children's Deaths linked to the Environment by DES Daughter used under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0
[image: Infographic showing that 67% of all adults have awareness of cloud computing services, but 35% of all adults use cloud services to save files. ]
Cloud computing by Office for National Statistics used under CC BY-NC-ND 2.0
Back to contents
[bookmark: _Toc140845383]List: with a focus on text
[image: Infographic listing characteristics of girls who stay in education and complete secondary school in developing countries. They are more likely to: marry later, have higher incomes, have fewer children, have healthier children, have children that go to school, take part in decision-making, and escape poverty. They are less likely to: contract HIV, aids, or malaria, undergo FGM, die in pregnancy, die in childbirth, have children who die in infancy.]
Girls Education Infographic by UKaid used under CC BY 2.0
[image: Infographic demonstrating the importance of self care, citing the benefits of: reduced stress, promotion of "feel-good" hormones in the body, and improved cellular function. Low-cost self care ideas proposed are relaxing yoga or meditation routines on YouTube, listening to relaxing music, going for a walk, finding a relaxing hobby, and others.]
Self-Care by Pain Pix used under CC BY 2.0
[image: Infographic giving the advantages and disadvantages of wind power. Advantages are: clean energy, less space required, renewable energy, generate energy in remote locations. Disadvantages are: unreliability, lower electricity output, expensive construction process, costly to surrounding wildlife, noise pollution.  ]
Advantages and Disadvantages of Wind Power by GDS Infographics used under CC BY 2.0
Back to contents
[bookmark: _Toc140845384]Timeline: to present development over a period
[image: Light hearted timeline infographic showing the correlation of stress vs productivity on a workday.]
Stress vs Productivity by GDS Infographics used under CC BY 2.0
[image: Infographic showing the incidence, mortality and survival of lung cancer patients in England 1971-2011. Male survival rate is 10% to Female's 13%. Over this period, Female incidence has increased and male incidence has decreased. The increased risk of lung cancer is strongly associated with smoking.]
Lung cancer 1971-2011 by Office for National Statistics used under CC BY 2.0
Back to contents
[bookmark: _Toc140845385]Flowchart: to explain stages of a process
[image: A flowchart infographic ]
Can I upload by Giulia Forsythe used under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0
[image: Light hearted flowchart infographic showing the journey of a tweet, from a picture being taken, to a tweet, to a retweet, to reposting on facebook and reddit, and then wider sharing outside of social media networks.]
The journey of tweet by GDS Infographics used under CC BY 2.0
[image: Flowchart infographic showing the 10 steps of building an Incentives for Ecosystem Services (IES) system. There are 4 phases, Visioning, Value, Create, and Adapt. ]
Ten steps to building an IES system by GRID Arendal used under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0
Back to contents
[bookmark: _Toc140845386]Comparison: to contrast and compare data
[image: Infographic showing the top 100 baby names in England and Wales in 2012. The most popular boy's names are Harry, Oliver, Jack, Charlie, and Jacob. The most popular Girl's names are Amelia, Olivia, Jessica, Emily and Lily. ]
Top Baby Names by Office for national Statistics used under CC BY 2.0
[image: Infographic showing percentage of men and women who use the internet.]
Internet Usage by Office for National Statistics used under CC BY-NC-ND 2.0
[image: Infographic comparing manned space exploration under Kennedy and Obama's presidencies. It compares the timescale of the missions and the machinery they used to get there.]
Mars Mission by GDS Infographics used under CC BY 2.0
Back to contents
[bookmark: _Toc140845387]Location: maps with colour coded areas
[image: A map infographic showing environmental impacts on health. 23% of global deaths are linked to the environment: the highest number of deaths are in South-East Asia (3.8 million) and the Western Pacific (3.5 million), and the lowest shown are in the Americas (847,000).]
What is the big picture? by DES Daughter used under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0
[image: Map infographic showing the most polluted places in the world. Number 1 is Sumgayit, Azerbaijan where 250,000 people are potentially affected by 40 chemical manufactoring factories. 10th is Kabwe, Zambia where residents are exposed to toxic levels of lead due to mining activity between 1902 and 1994.]
The most polluted places by GDS Infographics used under CC BY 2.0
[image: Infographic showing the top 10 countries importing UK manufactured goods. The top is the USA (£32.2 bilion) and bottom is the United Arab Emirates (£5.4 billion).]
Top 10 countries importing UK manufactured goods by Office for National Statistics used under CC BY 2.0
Back to contents
[bookmark: _Toc140845388]Hierarchical: to present data according to levels
[image: Hierarchical infographic showing Waste management processes from most to least preferred. The order is: Prevention, Reduction, Recycle, Recovery, Disposal.]
Waste management hierarchy by GRID Arendal used under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0
[image: Hierarchy of interface for table top games. At the bottom is Intent (assumptions of how a game would be played, mostly undocumented), then Rules (parameters of play as best recalled by the players), then Text (actual documented rules with exact wording, procedures and terms, then Tools (the actual components of play: character sheets, cheat sheets, boards and bits). ]
Hierarchy of Interface for Tabletop Games by Daniel Solis used under CC BY 2.0
[image: Maslow's Hierarchy of needs pyramid. From the bottom up: Physiological, Safety, Social, Esteem, Self-Actualization.]
Maslow's Hierarchy of Needs by BetterWorks Breakroom used under CC BY 2.0
[image: Treasury Enterprise Architecture Framework concept in a hierarchical infographic. From the bottom up: Infrastructure (enabler), Organizational (who and why), Information (What, how much, and how frequently), and Functional (how, where, and when). ]
Treasury Enterprise Architecture Framework Concept from Wikimedia Commons – Public Domain
Back to contents
[bookmark: _Toc140845389]Visualised numbers: to add visual interest to numbers
[image: A complex numbers-based infographic outlining the british cycling economy. Details include the amount of money spent on cycling accessories and infrastructure, bike ownership, employment in the cycling economy, and cycling participation. ]
British Cycling Infographic by Andreas Kambanis used under CC BY 2.0
[image: Infographic about the process of creating an infographic.]
Week in numbers by West Midlands Police used under CC BY-SA 2.0
Back to contents
[bookmark: _Toc140845390]Creating Infographics: The Process
1. Choose your topic and ensure it is relevant and engaging.
2. Define your audience. This will dictate your content depending on their prior knowledge of the topic.
3. Define your aims and objectives to give the infographic purpose and structure.
4. Research your topic and find images to effectively illustrate your key points.
5. Organise your information, references and data in a clear and visually appealing design.
6. Choose a digital tool and get creating.
Back to contents
[bookmark: _Toc140845391]Digital Tools for Creating Infographics
[bookmark: _Toc140845392]Visme
Getting Started with Visme Infographics (YouTube Video)
Visme website
[bookmark: _Toc140845393]Piktochart
Piktochart infographic design tips (YouTube videos)
[bookmark: _Toc44410803]Piktochart website
Back to contents


[bookmark: _Toc140845394]Summary
You have reached the end of this resource. This information has been adapted from the Introduction to infographics tutorial.
[bookmark: _Hlk66086209]Why not look at some of our other Research Skills and Critical Thinking resources? Book onto a Workshop or take an Online Tutorial. 
Remember to reflect on and record your skills development using mySkills.
Visit our FAQs: Library FAQs
Get in touch: library@sheffield.ac.uk
Back to contents
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